Kathleen Bernesky Smith
November 2, 1969 - January 31, 2014

Greenville – Kathleen B. Smith, 44, died Friday, January 31, 2014 at Vidant Inpatient
Hospice Center.
The funeral service will be conducted Tuesday at 11am in the Smith Funeral Chapel.
Burial will follow in Homestead Memorial Gardens.
Kathleen was a native of Pennsylvania and a graduate of Bishop Hoban Catholic High
School in Wilkes-Barre, PA. Following high school she graduated form Ithaca College.
She earned Master's degrees in both Choral Conducting and Social Work from East
Carolina University. She taught music at Kinston High School for five years before
becoming a psychotherapist in Greenville.
Kathleen is preceded in death by her loving mother, Rosemarie Margaret (Maguire)
Bernesky.
She is survived by her husband of 15 years, Perry Smith; two daughters, Erin and Bridget
Smith, all of the home; and two sons, Isaac and Luke Smith; father; John C Bernesky;
brother, John P Bernesky; nieces, Abigail Bernesky & Susan Jaskelewicz; nephews,
Christopher & Michael Bernesky; aunts and uncles William & Doloras Berneski, Thomas &
Donna Berneski, Charles & Jean Berneski, and Patricia (Maguire) Hutnick; and cousins,
Stephen, Lisa, Melissa, William, Lauren, Chucky, Mathew and Mark.
The family will receive friends Monday from 6-8pm at the funeral home
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Comments

“

I am very sorry for your loss. My sincere condolences.Phillipians4:6&7.

Frannie - March 26, 2014 at 10:09 AM

“

Shay Tressa DeSimone is following this tribute.

Shay Tressa DeSimone - February 26, 2014 at 09:11 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Although, I do not know your family personally, I would
like to share some encouraging thoughts from the Bible. The Bible provides comfort
during these difficult times. Revelation 21:3-4 states, And he will wipe out every tear
from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain
be anymore. The former things have passed away. Very soon now, we will never
experience losing our loved ones in death. May these words give you a new hope.

Ana - February 14, 2014 at 09:08 AM

“

The many memories I have of Kathleen are of the sparkling, vivacious, full of life little
girl who always made me smile. I am happy to have met her oldest daughter when
she & her husband came to our house when she visited our daughter, Sharon. I will
always remember her love of music & of life in general. I am so sorry that her life was
so short but she will always remain in our hearts. We express sincere sympathy to all
her family.

Dolores Tressa - February 05, 2014 at 03:15 PM

“

I am deeply hurt that such beauty was taken from this world.
Ed Bielecki

Ed Bielecki - February 04, 2014 at 10:42 PM

“

Kathleen has many aunts, uncles and cousins in Pennsylvania, Maryland and
Virginia who mourn her death. We feel a terrible void in our hearts despite the time
that distance has separated us. It broke our hearts to see Kathleen go through such
a difficult time. We will not forget her courageous battle. We will attend Mass as a
group this week to honor Kathleen and help bring closure to us.
Here are a few memories I'd like to share. I recall the many variety shows in which
Kathleen and her father participated when she was so small. I remember her
mother's astonishment that her little girl could play the piano when she was only
learning to tie her shoes. I remember the sacrifices her parents made to enable
Kathleen's music career such as trips to talent shows and recitals and particularly
having to let go as Kathleen went out of town to college.
I remember Kathleen's Uncle Chuck being her Godfather at her Baptism; I was her
proud sponsor at her confirmation. We all attended her beautiful wedding that her
parents had to plan while Kathleen was far away in NC. Rose's intentions, she told
me, was to have a
"small, but elegant wedding." And that it was! I remember the beautiful bride that
Kathleen was and her new husband singing, "I will take you home again, Kathleen,"
at the reception.
I remember Kathleen & Perry visiting on my back porch with their two-year old
daughter, Erin. I remember Kathleen and Erin coming back to Rose's funeral. And I'm
happy to recall that Rose was able to travel to NC to see her new grand-daughter,
Bridget, even though she was in the midst of chemotherapy herself.
We extend our heart-felt condolences to Perry, Erin, Bridget, Luke and Isaac. We
hope you will rely on the beautiful memories you have of your lives together to help
you to heal.
Love,
Aunt Jean & Uncle Chuck

Jean & Chuck Berneski - February 04, 2014 at 01:55 PM

“

1 file added to the album Tribute Video

Smith Funeral Service & Crematory - February 03, 2014 at 01:24 PM

“

Thank you so much for sharing this video...what a beautiful tribute to a truly amazing, oneof-a-kind woman that I am profoundly grateful to have called my friend. Kathleen will live on
in the hearts and minds of all who knew her, and through her beautiful family. This video is
a wonderful celebration of her life, and captures her vibrant spirit perfectly. I will love you
always, my dear friend!
Shay - February 03, 2014 at 01:48 PM

“

Thank you for putting together such a wonderful tribute to Kathleen. I knew her as a
graduate student in choral music at East Carolina University. Her passion and energy really
defined her. It is so wonderful to see her as a devoted and loving mother. I know how much
she will be missed. I am so sorry for your loss.
Rhonda Fleming - February 06, 2014 at 12:58 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Kathleen Bernesky
Smith.

February 03, 2014 at 11:26 AM

“

Cheryl's Classic Gift Bundle was purchased for the family of Kathleen Bernesky
Smith.

February 03, 2014 at 09:22 AM

“

"Mrs. Smith!!!" In my former-student-voice. Wow...you will definitely be missed. 19982000 were the best high school years of my life. You helped to mold me into the
classical music lover that as always in my heart. Having studied years later under Dr.
Smith at ECU was truly awesome! You will be greatly missed 100%. From Vivaldi's
Gloria, to a zillion Art Songs not to forget Porgy and Bess...I must say my class and
the one before me were your BEST Students! I will always be grateful for an
Educator such as yourself who was small in stature, but had the heart of a true Artist!

Al Jones - February 02, 2014 at 04:37 PM

“

Heaven has gained another angel, as I bid a heartbroken farewell to my oldest and
dearest friend. My sincerest condolences to Kathleen's family and to all who loved
her as I did; our lives won't be the same without her. Kathleen - You were one of the
most amazing women I have ever known; brilliant, beautiful, warm, witty, musically
gifted, and so much fun -- I've never laughed as hard as I did during our giggle-fests
and adventures together. My life is all the better for having known you; I will cherish
all of the good times we shared. I love you, my dear friend; you will live on in my
heart and in my memories, always.

Shay Tressa DeSimone - February 02, 2014 at 04:31 PM

“

Kathleen is also survived by her loving family: Father; John C Bernesky, Brother;
John P Bernesky, (nieces)Abigail Bernesky & Susan Jaskelewicz, (nephews)
Christopher & Michael Bernesky, as well as Aunts/Uncles William & Doloras
Berneski, Thomas & Donna Berneski, Charles & Jean Berneski, Patricia (Maguire)
Hutnick, and cousins Stephen, Lisa, Melissa, William, Lauren, Chucky, Mathew and
Mark. Kathleen is preceeded in death by her loving mother, Rosemarie Margaret
(Maguire) Bernesky....she will be sadly missed

John Bernesky - February 02, 2014 at 02:18 AM

