Bynum James (B.J.) Whitehurst
January 26, 1933 - March 26, 2019

Bynum James (B.J.) Whitehurst, 86, a lifelong entrepreneur in Tidewater Virginia and
Greenville, N.C., died March 26 in the loving embrace of his family and dear friends.
B.J.’s death marked the passing of the last of 10 siblings born of Ethel (Willett) and Louis
Whitehurst and raised in Greenville.
B.J. founded and owned Indian River Garden Center in Norfolk, Va., and Whitehurst
Landscapes, Greetings 2U and Whitehurst Woods in Chesapeake, Va. He and his wife of
49 years and business partner Sarah (Jones) Whitehurst are blessed by friendships and
well-known to their residential and commercial tenants in Swansboro, Emerald Isle,
Greenville, and Ayden, N.C.
In addition to Sarah, B.J. is survived by son Kenneth Louis Whitehurst and his wife
Suzanne and daughter Laura Marie (Whitehurst) Lascara and her husband William
Lascara and by his step-children Debi Sue Schaefer and her husband William, and David
Alexander Butts.
His seven grandchildren and three great grand children are Stephanie (Whitehurst) Kranz
and her son Frederick Louis Kranz, Scott Kenneth Whitehurst, Katherine (Whitehurst)
Cronin, Jefferson Lascara and his son Vincent and daughter Ela, Liza Lascara, Virginia
Lascara and Lyons Lascara.
B.J. was predeceased by his 9 siblings: Ethel Louise Lyon, Marjorie Morris, Isabelle
Davies, William Whitehurst, Albert Whitehurst, Oliver Whitehurst, Marie Wells, Donald
Whitehurst and Linda Young.
B.J. worked at Morris Brody’s downtown Greenville store as a young man and spoke of
him often as an early mentor. He graduated in business and ROTC from East Carolina
University in 1954 and served as a U.S. Air Force lieutenant. A devoted ECU alumni, in
death he donated his body to Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University

through its body donation program. He was a 50-year member of the Lion’s Club
(Southside, Chesapeake), devoted to its mission of giving sight.
B.J. loved aspiring entrepreneurs and especially admired small business owners investing
in Ayden, N.C. In his final years he wrote a children’s book set in Ayden, illustrated by
Josh Harrison, The Adventures of Happy the Pig, and appeared dressed as his flying pig
book character at 67 events at businesses and schools in eastern N.C. carrying a
message of love, understanding and forgiveness to children.
B.J. Whitehurst believed every person with a dream could make it fly, feeling it’s “your
attitude not your aptitude that determines your altitude” in life. He said he learned the best
things in life come from “win-win” agreements made with others. He told anyone eager or
willing to listen that if you truly want to “climb the ladder” in life, use your “God-given
talents” and don’t wait for others to hold the bottom of that ladder to get started.
In recent years, B.J. enjoyed many friends in fellowship and faith in Greenville at Jarvis
Memorial United Methodist Church and First Christian Church.
Visitation and Memorial service: Friday, March 29, 10 a.m. visitation and 11:00 a.m.
service at First Christian Church, 2810 East 14th Street, Greenville, N.C.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to First Christian Church, 2810 East 14th
Street, Greenville, N.C. 27858, the Methodist Home for Children, 1041 Washington St.,
Raleigh, N.C., 27605-1259, or Lion’s Club Foundation’s SightFirst program.
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MAR
29

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

First Christian Church
2810 East 14th Street, Greenville, NC, US, 27858

MAR
29

Memorial Service

11:00AM

First Christian Church
2810 East 14th Street, Greenville, NC, US, 27858

Comments

“

Sarah and family we were so sorry to read about BJ's passing. I know the angels are
rejoicing to have him there with is spectacular attitude. Ted remembers him saying
that about a persons attitude. Sarah remember when we were at Bruce and Carol's
house scraping wallpaper on that hot day.
We will keep you all in our prayers. Ted and Janet Schafer, chesapeake, Va

Janet Schafer - March 29 at 12:33 PM

